Tl et Pl ke e d e ST L +Fa WL A N e e s

e S T T I I N ] L LV L

=
* c H ¥ 12 Seolta W
DISICT COoUNCIl ™ ystiss s

May 28, 2004

Mz, Allison Ray

AWY Project Office

Wells [arpo Bldy.

99 Third Avenue, Suile 2424
Seattle WA 98104

Subject: Alaskon Way Viaduet/Seawal] Replacement DELS Comments

Dear Ms. Ray;

The Executive Commiltee of the Railard District Counci) has reviewed the AWV DELS and oilers
the following comments. and request that additional information he provided in the FEIS. The
Viaduct veplacement projeet is of vital interest to the Ballard community. We support the
renlacement of the current structure (and scawall) beeanse we know that it is an ntegral part of the
tronsporiation mivastrocture that serves both the residential and commereialfindustrial communites
narth and south of Downtown Seatile.

Chur cromments Tollow:

L. 1t is important to maintain connections to and from Ballard/Tnterbay in the preferred
alternative. The Viaduel is a major sransporiation artery o and from the northwest parts of Seattle
low freight and supplics. residents and workers, Access points o and from the viaduct al Western
and Elfintt are critical 10 s, and diverting access to other consections nosth would sreate adverse
impacts on those arcas. We cancot support any of the alternatives that do not inelude these access
potmls W request that the FEIS dees not include any options that either eliminates or sipnificantly
decreases comider capacity and access from Western or Elioft Avenues,

Y In its alternative analysis, the FEIS should use a more inclusive definition of the henelits of
prublic view corvidors. Thousands of peonle whe travel the Viaduet daily benefit from the puhlic
views from the Viaduct, 1o many ways, itis a mapor pateway o the City. We ask that the FEIS
address the benefits of pulilic view relention snd ereation for travelers along an acrial strocture (and
converaely, s loss) when discussing the issue of view maintenance for thase elatively few poople
it burldings whoze private views mipht be affeeted i1 a new structure is developed.

1 The central section of the Viaduet and seawall should he replaced first. Both these projects
arc wnpartant o e maintenance of freight, automobile, and non-metorized raffie through the
wesler: portion of the Downtown, We request that the FEIS commits o an ileprated sequential
trning of comstruction of the entire AWV Seawall peoiect in order o maintain traffie Mow,
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4. The Ballard District Council believes the Aerial Alternative has comparative advantaees
vver the ather alternatives in terms of traffic capacity, safety and cost issues (See attached
Statement of Principles adopted in March 2003). The Surface Alternative weould sevorely
reduce capacity for all modes of transportation. 1t wixes varions automobile and fretght traffic
with hicyelists and pedestrians {tourists) along the waterfront and has potential for creating
strficant conflict among the different transportation mades. The Bypass-Tunnc] alternative
also reduces capacity for all modes ol transportation and has similar potential safety confliers.
The Tunnel Alternative has two additional problers: it would not permit the transport of
lrazardous materials, and would require a significantly higher level of funding - a funding level
that would be difficult to achieve. The Rebuild Allernative would resule in 3 stielure with
narrow lanes, potentially causing a safety hazard and reduction in useful capacity.

Therefore, the Ballard District Council supports the Aerial Alternative. Our support of this
allernalive assumes that there will be concurrent improvemnents at grade level as well, in order to

facilitate: the mavement of pedestrian and bicyele traiTic,

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the DEIS and hope that our ohservations and
questions are addressed in the FEIS

Srcerely,

Wt Cir il

Warren Aakervile Jr.
Prosudent

Adtachimen:
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Principles tn Guide ReconstructionReplacement of the SR9% Alaskan Way Viaduct and Seawali

Adopted by BINMIC Action Committlee
Januwary 8, 2003
Ballard District Coungil March 2003

Recogmze that BINMIC and Duwamish industrial arcas ame interdependent and require predictable and
ctiicient comnecting rentes at all times. Efficient, cffective arterial and rail eommections along the entirc
SR Vinduet route are essential to the ecenomic viability of hoth areas and the entire cily.

Dresipgn Viaduct and Seawall projects so that automaobile and truck access to and from Ballard/1 5™
Avenue West o SRS AlaskanWay Viaduet 15 prade-separated fronn railroad crossin g and where
passible, or due W significant aceess demands, (rom other modes of transportation as well, Access ia
SRE9viaduct will continue te be on the east side of the Burlington Northers main ling tracks. or if
aucess MUst be noved across the rmilroad tracks. this aceess must be grade separated. We recommend
full comsideration of either elevaled (ramps) or lunneled options to ensure efficient corridor access.
especially at the northwest portal { Wester approzches from Elliett 1o Broad and Virgina).

Marntam or inprove road and eail capaci ty for freight mavement from the Rallard Interbay Nothend
Manufacturing Industesa) Center to Alaskan Way after completion of the projeet. Other aroiects such as
the At Museums sculpure parden and redevelapment af the waterfront urban corrider must no: be
altowed 1o reduee this capacity.

Maintam or improve frelght aceess to the waterfront and Alaskan Way. Frei ght must be allowed to use
any new of rehabilitated structures. and have contmued access to the waterfe ot

Maintain prediciable access to and from the Ballard Interbay industrial arca to SR9SAdaduet and related
freesways and aneriais during construction, and use al) ressible means {email, weh lastings, real time
stgpe ) o aler! corodor users of changes mn access routes.

Maimtam access and unrestricted movement by vehicles carrving hazardous material carpo through this
coridor incloding any interim period during construction.

Liesign all roadway prades to accommadaie the urique needs of freight vehicles

Provide for direct freipht zucess to downtown Seatile destinations, including partienlarly deliveries
within the waterfront arca and immediate uplands zreas from Elfiot o Spokane Sirect,

Coorlinale the schedule and design for Viaduct and Seawal) projects with olber neasly transportation,
ul _|'1j-r'. and private ar publi ucvclnn:n:m projects, and avord muitiole, sequertial, and redundant aphes
o way clasures or restrictions



